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SPECIAL OLD TESTAMENT PLACES

LESSON 2: THE PROMISED LAND ⋆
Lessons in this series: 1  2 3  Overview

The children will learn about a special place called the Promised Land.
by Leah Pittsinger

TOPICS
God’s Protection, God's Promises, Egypt, Jacob, Moses

AS KIDS ARRIVE (10 minutes)
Colorful Tribes (Activity) Click here

WORSHIP TIME (5 minutes)
Further info? Click here

BIBLE VERSE (5 minutes)
“Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to
give them.” Joshua 1:6 NIV

“Be strong and courageous” – Flex your arm muscles.
“because you will lead these people” – Walk in place.
“to inherit the land I swore” – Spread your arms out wide.
“to their ancestors to give them.” – Pretend to hand someone a gift.

Repeat the verse several times and invite the class to join you to learn the verse.

BIBLE STORY (15 minutes)
Introduction:

Last week we learned about a special place called Egypt and how God helped Moses rescue His people from slavery.
Today we will learn about another special place that was a part of a very special promise. This place was incredibly
special because it gave the Israelites everything they needed to live for God and serve Him.

Read Joshua 1:1-6, 5:6 (God’s gift of a Promised Land.)

Discussion Questions:
1. Who becomes the leader after Moses? (Joshua.)
2. What does God say He will give His people? (“Every place where they set their feet.)
3. Who will be able to stop Joshua? (No one.)
4. What does God promise? (That He will be with Joshua and His people, never leave them, and lead them to the land
He has promised to their ancestors.)
5. What else does God tell Joshua? (To be strong and courageous.)
6. How long do the people wander in the desert? (Forty years.)
7. Why doesn’t God give them the Promised Land right away? (Because they disobeyed Him.)
8. What is the Promised Land like? (“A land flowing with milk and honey,” or a land full of beauty and everything the
Israelites will need.)
9. So why is the Promised Land special? (Because God promised the land to His people for many years.)
10. Why can we trust God’s promises? (Because God has always kept His promises!)

Conclusion: God’s people received the Promised Land after forty challenging years in the desert. The Promised Land
gave the Israelites everything they needed. God used this special place to show His trustworthiness and help us
understand that He always keeps His promises. And, God gave us the best promise of all: salvation through Jesus Christ!

FUN TIME (10 minutes)
God’s Promises (Puzzle) Click here

ALTERNATE FUN TIME (15 minutes)
Jumping Promises (Game) Click here

PRAYER/SNACK (10 minutes)
Further info? Click here 

Lead the children in a short prayer and then pass out a healthy snack. While eating, lead a discussion about being patient
when it’s hard to wait. Give examples to the class such as waiting for a vacation, for summer to arrive, or for a birthday.
Explain that God’s people knew what it was like to wait on something special – their own land! And because Joshua
believed God’s promise and waited, even when his friends doubted God, he became the leader and experienced God’s
promise in person! We can trust that no matter what we are waiting for, God is with us and always keeps His promises.

CLOSING ACTIVITY (10 minutes)
Show the class a clock (with movable hands) and briefly explain how to tell the current time. Then talk about eating lunch
at a specific time and move the hands to show the time. Then talk about bedtime and move the hands again. Allow a few
moments for volunteers to try gently moving the clock hands to show a special time during the day (such as waking up,
going to school, etc). Emphasize to the class that God has special times for making His promises come true, just like we
have special times for important parts of our day. We can always trust that God’s timing is perfect.

NEXT WEEK
Come back next week for another lesson about Special Places in the Bible!

TAKE HOME PAGE
Give one copy to each child at the end of the class to take home [PDF]. Click here
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